
Annual Symposium

Amplify & Action Amplify & Action Amplify & Action 

#WRN2019

#AmplifyAndAction

Friday October 25, 2019

Storey Hall, RMIT University, Melbourne

RMIT University

Women Researchers' Network



The Women Researchers’ Network (WRN) has
been operating for 7 years, and held their 4th
annual symposium at RMIT University, inviting
academic and professional staff, and HDR
students to participate in a day filled with
networking opportunities and a range of
presentations from highly-regarded guest
speakers. 
 
The focus of the 2019 symposium was ‘Amplify & Action’,
chosen to highlight that women in research need to be
amplified and their platforms raised to pursue a brighter,
more equitable future. The objectives of the symposium
were to continue to encourage attendees to advocate for
change and to foster supportive environments for women
researchers.
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We heard inspiring stories of courage and determination in
the face of gender bias and discrimination from our
panellists and our keynote speakers, Dr Kat Page and
A/Prof Sandra Phillips. We learned that sexual harassment
is less likely to occur in gender-balanced workplaces, and
gender-balanced leadership results in better team
performance; gender diversity triggers conversation turn-
taking and psychologically safe behaviours; negative
experiences can actually be used as assets, as women
bring enormous life experiences into teams; and that we
should never avoid the possibility of critical self-reflection –
it should be a way to manage our own unconscious biases
and natural affinities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
A/Prof Angela Dobele (Chair, WRN Steering Committee)
opened the day by exploring how ‘amplifying’ women in
research and the workplace is so much more than just
enlarging, expanding and adding detail to their stories.
Angela defined what ‘action’ means, and how we all have
the power to take action to promote and champion our
female colleagues. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr Kat Page

 

 

 

 

 

 

A/Prof Sandra Phillips
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Professors Lisa Farrell and Matt Duckham and Associate Professor Angela Dobele facilitated

the inaugural 'Gender Lensing' interactive workshop, where participants applied a gender
lens to actual Higher Education institutional policy documents. The workshop provided

specific tools and tactics for recognising unintended consequences.
 

The 2019 Symposium was an excellent day filled with passionate speakers and interactive
sessions, starting conversations about important issues that we all have a role in solving.

 
 
 
 

"I am glad to have been given the opportunity to MC... it boosted my confidence level as an HDR
student. I also learned a lot from the keynote speakers, it was an amazing experience!"

 - Belinda Glover, HDR student
 

WRN Deputy Chair, Dr Stayci Taylor

Symposium MCs: Nancy An, Belinda Glover and Lanie Stockman

Vice-Chancellor's Fellow PanelWRN Chair, A/Prof Angela Dobele

Gender Lensing Workshop
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The Women Researchers’ Network would like to thank everyone who was

involved with organising and assisting the 2019 Annual Symposium. Everyone’s

contributions created a very successful and memorable day.

 

The WRN extends its thanks to A/Prof Angela Dobele (Chair, WRN Steering

Committee), Prof Swee L Mak (Associate Deputy Vice-Chancellor, Research &

Innovation Capability) and Dr Stayci Taylor (Deputy Chair, WRN Steering

Committee); our keynote speakers, Dr Kat Page and A/Prof Sandra Phillips; our

panellists, Dr Bobbi Fleiss, A/Prof Nicola Henry and Dr Megan Nethercote; our

workshop facilitators, Prof Matt Duckham and Prof Lisa Farrell; our MCs, Ms

Nancy An, Ms Belinda Glover and Ms Lanie Stockman; and our Organising

Committee, A/Prof Hannah Badland, Dr Ella Chorazy, A/Prof Michelle Spencer

and Ms Em Coy.

 

We also thank Ms Glenda De Jager from Mukti Australia, Mary and Steve

Catering; Dr Amanda Spry for her official tweets; our Menti facilitator Dr Justyna

Dabrowska; and finally, the WRN support team, Zach Edwards, Alice Boland,

Riaan Lourens, Rachel Nowotnik, Lucy Ryan, Louise Francis, Raziff Sharil and

Arty Owens.
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Thank You!

Poster Winner, Dr Subashani ManiamSymposium Organising Committee and A/Prof Sandra Phillips

Mukti AustraliaMary and Steve Catering



Congratulations to Ms Kashifa Aslam for winning ‘People’s Choice’ and Dr Subashani

Maniam for winning First Prize in the academic poster competition!
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Winners

'Digital hate: The social

media of Islamophobia' 

by Kashifa Aslam

 

People's Choice Award

'Functional Materials and Beyond'

by Dr Subashani Maniam

 

First Prize Winner


